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Thesis

In the 1960s, a new generation of global citizens sought 
to affect social change. However, the methods chosen 
differed from community to community. 

Politicians, students, social leaders, and 
revolutionaries advocated for change through 
legislation, education, or violence, but all sought to 
create a world that would better serve the needs of 
underrepresented communities.



Historical Context - 1960s



The Social Reformers



Students - “New Left” 

❖ Students for a Democratic Society (SDS).

❖ “Agenda for a generation” – which called for a return to idealism in American 

policy at home and abroad.

❖ Deep anxieties that change could collapse the entire framework of society.

❖ Values - anti-materialism, moral standards, man’s potential, and human relations 

within social systems.

❖ Students - worked towards racial injustices, threats of war, and violations of 

individual rights of conscience and economic manipulation.

❖ Students were set within the realm of college life that worked against personal 

freedoms and liberties at times, creating a sense of isolation amongst the student 

body. 



Students - “New Right”

❖ Young Americans for Freedom (YAF) - university students that were the most 

influential “New Right” group in the U.S.

❖ Background and influenced by conservative and religious principles.

❖ Student youth perspective of how the U.S. government should advocate for the 

people. 

❖ Advocated on basic principles of liberty and national morality to fight 

Communism and other American enemies. 

❖ Communism was the greatest single threat to American individual liberties and 

freedoms.

❖ The influence of the market economy, U.S. government, and foreign policy should 

all work in favor and defense of the basic individual freedoms.



Race - Martin Luther King Jr 

❖ M.L.K. was an advocate of individualism, particularly with suppressed African-

Americans, and pushing past the boundaries of segregation.

❖ Just as the student movements, M.L.K. connected the issue of freedom and 

liberties to a global scale.

➢ Anti-colonial movements in Asia and Africa battling for  the same fight as the  

African-Americans in the U.S.

❖ Non-violent means to connect society rather than defeat those causing 

oppression. 

❖ Appealing this issue to the majority is needed in order to bring about 

revolutionary change.

❖ Through collaboration of the mixed race society, increased status and extent of 
influence can be constructed.  



The Politicians

❖ Nikita Sergeyevich Khrushchev
➢  20th Party Congress Speech 

(1956)
❖ John F. Kennedy

➢  Address Accepting the 
Nomination for the Presidency 
(1960)

❖ Lyndon B. Johnson
➢  Special Message to the 

Congress: The American 
Promise (1965)



Nikita Sergeyevich Khrushchev

❖ “Secret Speech”

➢ 20th Party Congress 

Speech (24-25 February 
1956)

❖ Enemy of the People 

❖ Comparison: Lenin v Stalin

❖ Unintended Consequence 

❖



John F. Kennedy

❖ Address Accepting the Nomination for 
Presidency of the U.S. (15 July 1960)

❖ New Frontier

“The New Frontier is not a set of promises, it is a set 
of challenges” 

❖ The New Frontier Question

❖ “Today our concern must be with the future. For 
the world is changing. The old era is ending. The 
old ways will not do.”



Lyndon B. Johnson

❖ Special Message to the Congress: 
The American Promise (15 March 
1965)

“I speak tonight for the dignity of man 
and the destiny of democracy.”

❖ “Great Society”

❖ Civil Rights
➢ Voting Rights Act

❖ “He [the American Negro] has 
called upon us to make good the 
promise of America.”



The Rebels 



Herbert Marcuse

● “Dramatic shift” from the materialism and capitalism 

● Democratic societies are not necessarily “Free,” they 
only appear to be

● We must “break the monopoly of established reality to 
define what is real”

● Many used his philosophies to support an argument 
for violent rebellion against established political 
structures.



Frantz Fanon

● “Manichean Duality”

● Colonizer vs Colonized: Black vs White

● Independence by violence - Respond to 
violence with violence

● Africans would “become real men” through 
armed conflict

● Pitfalls of National Consciousness - The “good 
guys” don’t always win



Ernesto “Ché” Guevara

● Originally from Argentina

● Led a violent Communist revolution in 
Cuba

● Pan-Communist ethos, Not bound by 
Nationalism

● Republic of Congo to organize the fight 
against foreign “Neo Colonial” influence

● Failure - lack of Congolese solidarity



A Case Study of Violence: the Congo
● Prime Minister Patrice Lumumba speaks against 

European influence in his nation.

● Outside forces desired mineral resources in the 
region.

● United States and Belgium supported Mobutu 
Sese Seko’s military coup.

● Lumumba was assassinated by Belgian 
paramilitary forces.

● Mobutu dissolved all other parties, became the 
authoritarian leader.

● Took millions of dollars in foreign capital, but 
invested nothing into his own nation.



“Africa has a long way to go…”
● Guevara held a strong 

international 
revolutionary goal

● Congolese solidarity 
compromised by tribalism 
and localism

● Africa “not ready” for 
revolution


